Louisburg Historic Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting
6:30 P.M. May 5, 2021
City Hall Conference Room
215 South Broadway Street
Louisburg, Kansas 66053

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Adoption of the Agenda
5. Approval of the Minutes
6. Public Comments
Persons who wish to address the Historic Preservation Commission regarding items not on the
agenda may do so at this time. Speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes. Any presentation is
for informational purposes only. No action will be taken.

7. Public Hearing Business Items
8. Non-Public Hearing Business Items
9. Old Business
a. By-Law Revisions
10. New Business
a. Suggested Code Update: 17-401
b. Training Topic: Identifying Significance
11. Adjournment

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION BY-LAWS
(Revised May 5, 2021)

1. Area of Responsibility. It shall be the responsibility of the Historic Preservation Commission to
carry out all duties and responsibilities assigned and/ or delegated to it by the Governing Body,
as outlined in the Code of the City of Louisburg, Chapter XVII – Historic Preservation.
2. Composition.
a. The Historic Preservation Commission shall be composed of five (5) voting members as
provided for by the City of Louisburg, Kansas.
b. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary shall be elected by Commission members.
i. The initial election for the officers of the Commission shall take place once the
by-laws have been formally adopted by the Commission.
ii. For all subsequent officer elections, such election shall take place during the
first available meeting of the Commission following annual mayoral
appointments, and shall occur before the consideration of any business by the
Commission.
iii. Upon resignation or dismissal of an officer, a new officer will be elected at the
next available Commission meeting.
3. Duties of Officers.
a. Chairman. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings and public hearings of the Historic
Preservation Commission and shall:
i. Decide all points of order and procedure;
ii. Sign all certificates as designated / awarded by the Commission;
iii. Coordinate information available to the public via the City’s website;
iv. Coordinate all correspondence sent on behalf of the Commission; and
v. Transmit reports and recommendations of the Commission to the Governing
Body.
b. Vice-Chairman. The Vice-Chairman shall:
i. Assume the duties of the Chairman or Secretary in his or her absence; and
ii. Perform other duties as the Chair or the Commission may require.
c. Secretary. The Secretary shall:
i. Keep the minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meetings; and
ii. Ensure the filing and publishing of the minutes of Commission meetings.
4. Meetings.
a. “Code of Procedure for Kansas Cities, Fourth Edition”, a publication of League of Kansas
Municipalities, shall govern the conduct of meetings, with the Chair acting as
parliamentarian.
b. There must be at least 3 voting members present before a vote can be taken.
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c. The Historic Preservation Commission shall hold regular monthly meetings on the first
Wednesday of each month; except that the Chairman may cancel a regular meeting with
at least three (3) days prior notice for the following reasons:
i. It is determined that a quorum will not be present;
ii. No subjects are scheduled for the agenda; or
iii. Other reasonable circumstances.
d. The motion shall be restated by the Chairman before a vote is taken. The name of the
maker and supporter of a motion shall be recorded.
e. An affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum is required to take action on a motion;
except that an affirmative vote of a majority of the full Commission is required for
certain actions, such as designation of historic structures or sites and the awarding of a
certificate of appropriateness.
f. Where such a vote is not possible either for or against a particular proposal, the results
of such action shall be submitted to the Governing Body with an explanation of the
failure to establish an official vote on the subject in question. All appointed members,
including the Chairman, shall have a vote and shall vote when present, except that any
member shall automatically disqualify himself from voting on any decision in which
there might be a conflict of interest and should state the nature of that conflict for the
minutes.
g. Any vote resulting in a tie shall not be considered an affirmative vote, but shall be
deemed as a dissenting vote for the motion in question.
h. Ex officio members shall not have a vote, but shall be included in discussion and debate
when in attendance.
5. Agenda Subjects.
a. Any interested party may request a place upon the agenda of a Historic Preservation
Commission meeting.
b. A copy of the agenda shall ordinarily be electronically mailed to the members of the
Commission, so that they may review them at least three days prior to the meeting. The
agenda should also be posted on the City’s website prior to each meeting.
c. Subjects not listed on an official agenda will ordinarily not be considered at a meeting;
except that the Chairman may allow consideration of non-agenda items.
d. Agenda for Regular Meeting:
i. Meeting opened by Chairman
1. Meeting call to order by Chairman;
2. Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance;
3. Note of attendance; and
4. Motion to adopt minutes of previous meeting.
ii. Public Hearings
iii. Discussion Items
iv. Other Business
v. Adjournment
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7.

8.

9.

10.

e. Attendance at Meetings. In the event any appointed member of the Commission shall
fail to attend at least sixty-six (66) percent of the meetings of the Commission over any
nine-month period, such absences shall be grounds for forfeiture of his or her office. If a
member of the Commission is absent beyond the number of meetings allowable, it will
be the decision of the Chairman of the Commission to recommend dismissal to the
Mayor.
Hearings.
a. Before designating a historic structure or site, the Historic Preservation Commission
shall hold a public hearing on the matter as required by the City Code.
b. The Secretary, in coordination with the City Clerk, shall cause a notice of such public
hearings to be published once in the official City newspaper (or any other official means
of communication legally permitted) and at least twenty (20) days shall elapse between
the date of such publication and the date set for the hearing. Such notice shall fix the
time and place for such a hearing and shall describe the action requested in general
terms.
c. The following procedure for conducting public hearings shall be observed:
i. The Chair presents the agenda item;
ii. The Commission may ask questions regarding the presentation;
iii. Proponents of the agenda item make presentation;
iv. Opponents of the agenda item make presentation;
v. Applicant makes rebuttal;
vi. Chair reviews staff findings, if any; and
vii. Commission asks any questions it may have of the proponents, opponents, or
staff and then acts upon a motion.
d. Action by the Commission on any matter on which a hearing is held shall not be taken
until the hearing has been concluded.
Recommendations. The Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission, or a member of the
Commission authorized by the Chairman, shall appear before the Governing Body for the
purpose of reporting recommendations of the Commission.
Committees.
a. The Historic Preservation Commission may establish such committees as it deems
advisable and assign each committee specific duties and functions.
b. The Chairman shall designate the members of each committee and shall name the
Chairman of each committee. The Commission shall fill vacancies on committees as they
are created.
Expenses.
a. The Historic Preservation Commission may accept funds and services budgeted by the
Governing Body.
b. The designated fiscal agent of the Commission shall be the Mayor of the City of
Louisburg or the Chairman of the Commission.
Records and Reports.

a. The Historic Preservation Commission shall keep a record of all proceedings, resolutions,
transactions, findings and determinations.
b. All records of the Commission shall be available for public review.
c. The Commission shall annually review the survey and inventory of historic places, and
shall make a report to the Governing Body regarding the same.
11. Amendments.
a. These bylaws may be amended may an affirmative vote of a majority of the full Historic
Preservation Commission, provided such amendment has been submitted in writing to
each member of the Commission at least three days prior to the meeting at which
action is to be taken.
12. Ethical Principles.
a. Members of the Historic Preservation Commission who shall legally have conflict of
interest or believe that they may have a substantial interest as defined in state statute,
in any matter that is on the Commission’s agenda, shall voluntarily excuse themselves,
vacate their seat and refrain from discussion and voting on said item as a Commission
member. Conflict of interest includes:
i. Ownership of property or business in which the Commission is considering
action;
ii. Receipt of fees, salaries or gratuity from any entity making presentation to the
Commission;
iii. A member of the Commission member’s immediate family is employed by or
stands to receive a financial gain from the Commission’s action.

Approved this _____ day of ___________________ , 20____
Historic Preservation Commission of Louisburg, Kansas.

By:

____________________________________________
Chairman
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Attest: ____________________________________________
Secretary
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VI. HOW TO IDENTIFY THE
TYPE OF SIGNIFICANCE OF A
PROPERTY
INTRODUCTION
When evaluated within its historic
context, a property must be shown to
be significant for one or more of the four
Criteria for Evaluation - A, B, C, or D
(listed earlier in Part II). The Criteria
describe how properties are significant for their association with important events or persons, for their
importance in design or construction,
or for their information potential.
The basis for judging a property's
significance and, ultimately, its
eligibility under the Criteria is historic
context. The use of historic context
allows a property to be properly
evaluated in a nearlv infinite number
of capacities. For i~stance, Criterion
C: Design/Construction
can accommodate properties representing
construction types that are unusual or
widely practiced, that are innovative
or traditional, that are "high style" or
vernacular, that are the work of a
famous architect or an unknown
master craftsman. The ke11to deternzin-

ing whether the clwracteristics or associations of a particular property are significant is to consider the property within its
historic context.

After identifying the relevant
historic context(s) with which the
property is associated, the four
Criteria are applied to the property.
Within the scope of the historic
context, the National Register Criteria
define the kind of significance that the
properties represent.
For example, within the context of
"19th Century Gunpowder Production in the Brandywine Valley,"
Criterion A would apply to those
properties associated with important
events in the founding and development of the industry. Criterion B
would apply to tho~e properties
associated with persons who are
significant in the founding of the
industry or associated with important
inventions related to gunpowder
manufacturing.
Criterion C would
apply to those buildings, structures,
or objects whose architectural form or
style reflect important design qualities
integral to the industry. And Criterion D would apply to properties that
can convey information important in
our understanding of this industrial
process. If a property qualifies under
more than one of the Criteria, its
significance under each should be
considered, if possible, in order to
identify all aspects of its historical
value.

NATIONAL REGISTER
CRITERIA FOR
EVALUATION*
The National Register Criteria
recognize different types of values
embodied in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects. These values
fall into the following categories:
Associative value (Criteria A and
B): Properties significant for their
association or linkage to events
(Criterion A) or persons (Criterion B)
important in the past.
Design or Construction value
(Criterion C): Properties significant
as representatives of the manmade
expression of culture or technology.
Information value (Criterion D):
Properties significant for their ability
to yield important information about
prehistory or history.
*For a complete listing of the Criteria for
Evaluation, refer to PMt II of this bulletin.
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CRITERION A: EVENT
Properties can be eligible for the National Register if they are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

UNDERSTANDING
CRITERION A:
EVENT

APPLYING
CRITERION A:
EVENT

To be considered for listing under
Criterion A, a property must be
associated with one or more events
important in the defined historic
context. Criterion A recognizes
properties associated with single
events, such as the founding of a
town, or with a pattern of events,
repeated activities, or historic trends,
such as the gradual rise of a port city's
prominence in trade and commerce.
The event or trends, however, must
clearly be important within the
associated context: settlement, in the
case of the town, or development of a
maritime economy, in the case of the
port city. Moreover, the property
must have an important association
with the event or historic trends, and
it must retain historic integrity. (See

TYPES OF EVENTS

Part V: How to Evaluatea Property
Within its Historic Context.)
Several steps are involved in
determining whether a property is
significant for its associative values:
• Determine the nature and origin
of the property,
• Identify the historic context with
which it is associated, and
• Evaluate the property's history to
determine whether it is associated with the historic context in
any important way.

A property can be associated with
either (or both) of two types of events:
• A specific event marking an important moment in American prehistory or history and
• A pattern of events or a historic
trend that made a significant contribution to the development of a
community, a State, or the nation.
Refer to the sidebar on the right for
a list of specific examples.

ASSOCIATION OF THE
PROPERTY WITH THE
EVENTS
The property you are evaluating
must be documented, through accepted means of historical or archeological research (including oral
history), to have existed at the time of
the event or pattern of events and to
have been associated with those
events. A property is not eligible if its
associations are speculative. For
archeological sites, well reasoned
inferences drawn from data recovered
at the site can be used to establish the
association between the site and the
events.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
ASSOCIATION
Mere association with historic
events or trends is not enough, in and
of itself, to qualify under Criterion A:
the property's specific association
must be considered important as well.
For example, a building historically in
commercial use must be shown to
have been significant in commercial
history.
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EXAMPLES OF PROPERTIES
ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS

Propertiesassociatedwith specificevents:
• The site of a battle.
• The building in which an important
invention was developed.
• A factory district where a significant
strike occurred.
• An archeologicalsite at which a major new aspectof prehistory was discovered,such as the first evidenceof
man and extinct Pleistoceneanimals
being contemporaneous.
• A site where an important facet of
Europeanexplorationoccurred.
Propertiesassociatedwith a pattern of
events:
• A trail associatedwith western migration.
• A railroadstation that served as the
focus of a community's transportation system and commerce.
• A mill district reflectingthe importance of textile manufacturing during a given period.
• A building used by an important local socialorganization.
• A site where prehistoricNative
Americans annually gatheredfor
seasonallyavailableresourcesand
for social interaction.
• A downtown district representinga
town's growth as the commercialfocus of the surrounding agricultural
area.

TRADITIONAL CULTURAL
VALUES
Traditional cultural significance is
derived from the role a property plays
in a community's historically rooted
beliefs, customs, and practices.
Properties may have significance
under Criterion A if they are associated with events, or series of events,
significant to the cultural traditions of
a community. 5

Eligible
• A hilltop associated in oral historical accounts with the
founding of an Indian tribe or
society is eligible.
• A rural community can be eligible whose organization,
buildings, or patterns of
land use reflect the cultural
traditions valued by its longterm residents.
• An urban neighborhood can
be eligible as the traditional
home of a particular cultural
group and as a reflection of its
beliefs and practices.

Not Eligible

Criterion A - The Old Brulay Plantation, Brownsvillevicinity, Cameroncounty,
Texas. Historicallysignificantfor its associationwith the developmentof agriculture
in southeast Texas, this complex of 10 brick buildings was constructedby GeorgeN.
Brulay, a Frenchimmigrant who introducedcommercialsugar productionand
irrigation to the Rio Grande Valley. (Photoby Texas HistoricalCommission).

• A site viewed as sacred by a
recently established utopian or
religious community does not
have traditional cultural value
and is not eligible.

5

For more information, refer to NationalRegisterBulletin: Guidelinesfor Evaluatingand DocumentingTraditionalCultural Properties.
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CRITERION B: PERSON
Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they are associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

UNDERSTANDING
CRITERION B:
PERSON 6
Criterion B applies to properties
associated with individuals whose
specific contributions to history can
be identified and documented .
Persons "significant in our past"
refers to individuals whose activities
are demonstrably important within a
local, State, or national historic
context. The criterion is generally
restricted to those properties that
illustrate (rather than commemorate)
a person's important achievements.
(The policy regarding commemorative properties, birthplaces, and
graves is explained further in Part
VIII: How to Apply the Criteria Considerations.)
Several steps are involved in
determining whether a property is
significant for its associative values
under Criterion B. First, determine
the importance of the individual.
Second, ascertain the length and
nature of his/her association with the
property under study and identify the
other properties associated with the
individual. Third, consider the
property under Criterion B, as
outlined below .

Criterion B - The William Whitney House, Hinsdale, DuPageCounty, Illinois.
This building is locallysignificant for its historicalassociationwith William Whitney,
the founder of the town of Hinsdale, Illinois. Whitney, a citizen of New York State,
moved to Illinois, establishedthe town, and while living here between1870 and 1879
was a prominent localbusinessmanand politician. (Photoby FrederickC. Cue).

EXAMPLES OF PROPERTIES
ASSOCIATED WITH PERSONS

Propertiesassociatedwith a Significant
Person:
• The home of an important merchant
or laborleader.
• The studio of a significant artist.
• The business headquartersof an important industrialist.

• For further information on properties eligible under Criterion B, refer to National Register Bulletin: Guidelines for Evalr1ati11g
and Dornmenting
PropertiesAssociatedwith Significant Persons.
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APPLYING
CRITERION B:
PERSON
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
INDIVIDUAL
The persons associated with the
property must be individually significant within a historic context. A
property is not eligible if its only
justification for significance is that it
was owned or used by a person who
is a member of an identifiable profession, class, or social or ethnic group.
It must be shown tha~ the person
gained importance within his or her
profession or group.

Eligible
• The residence of a doctor, a
mayor, or a merchant is eligible under Criterion B if the
person was significant in the
field of medicine, politics, or
commerce, respectively.

Not Eligible
• A property is not eligible under Criterion B if it is associated with an individual about
whom no scholarly judgement
can be made because either research has not revealed specific information about the
person's activities and their
impact, or there is insufficient
perspective to determine
whether those activities or
contributions were historically
important.

ASSOCIATION WITH THE
PROPERTY

ASSOCIATION WITH
GROUPS

Properties eligible under Criterion
B are usuallv those associated with a
person's prdductive life, reflecting the
time period when he or she achieved
significance. In some instances this
may be the person's home; in other
cases, a person's business, office,
laboratory, or studio may best represent his or her contribution. Properties that pre- or post-date an
individual's significant accomplishments are usually not eligible. (See
Comparison to Related Properties, below,
for exceptions to this rule.)
The individual's association with
the property must be documented by
accepted methods of historical or
archeological research, including
written or oral history. Speculative
associations are not acceptable. For
archeological sites, well reasoned
inferences drawn from data recovered
at the site are acceptable.

For properties associated with
several community leaders or with a
prominent family, it is necessary to
identify specific individuals and to
explain their significant accomplishments.

COMP ARIS ON TO RELATED
PROPERTIES
Each property associated with an
important individual should be
compared to other associated properties to identify those that best represent the person's historic contributions. The best representatives
usually are properties associated with
the person's adult or productive life.
Properties associated with an
individual's formative or later years
may also qualify if it can be demonstrated that the person's activities
during this period were historically
significant or if no properties from the
person's productive years survives.
Length of association is an important
factor when assessing several properties with similar associations.
A community or State may contain
several properties eligible for associations with the same important person,
if each represents a different aspect of
the person's productive life. A
property can also be eligible if it has
brief but consequential associations
with an important individual. (Such
associations are often related to
specific events that occurred at the
property and, therefore, it may also be
eligible under Criterion A.)

Eligible
• A residential district in which a
large number of prominent or
influential merchants, professionals, civic leaders, politicians, etc., lived will be eligible
under Criterion B if the significance of one or more specific
individual residents is explicitly justified.
• A building that served as the
seat of an important family is
eligible under Criterion B if the
significant accomplishments of
one or more individual family
members is explicitly justified.

Not Eligible
• A residential district in which a
large number of influential persons lived is not eligible under
Criterion B if the accomplishments of a specific individual(s) cannot be documented.
If the significance of the district
rests in the cumulative importance of prominent residents,
however, then the district
might still be eligible under
Criterion A. Eligibility, in this
case, would be based on the
broad pattern of community
development, through which
the neighborhood evolved into
the primary residential area for
this class of citizens.
• A building that served as the
seat of an important family will
not be eligible under Criterion
B if the significant accomplishments of individual family
members cannot be documented. In cases where a succession of family members
have lived in a house and collectively have had a demonstrably significant impact on
the community, as a family, the
house is more likely to be significant under Criterion A for
association with a pattern of
events.
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ASSOCIATION WITH
LIVING PERSONS
Properties associated with living
persons are usually not eligible for
inclusion in the National Register.
Sufficient time must have elapsed to
assess both the person's field of
endeavor and his/her contribution to
that field. Generally, the person's
active participation in the endeavor
must be finished for this historic
perspective to emerge. (See Criteria
Considerations C and G in Part VII:
How to Apply the CriteriaConsider-

ASSOCIATION WITH
ARCHITECTS/ ARTISANS
Architects, artisans, artists, and
engineers are often represented by
their works, which are eligible under
Criterion C. Their homes and studios,
however, can be eligible for consideration under Criterion B, because these
usually are the properties with which
they are most personally associated.

NATIVE AMERICAN SITES
The known major villages of
individual Native Americans who
were important during the contact
period or later can qualify under
Criterion B. As with all Criterion B
properties, the individual associated
with the property must have made
some specific important contribution
to history. Examples include sites
significantly associated with Chief
Joseph and Geronimo.7

ations.)

7
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For more information,

refer to National Register Bulletin: Guidelines for Eualuati11gand Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties.

CRITERIONC:
DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION
Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.

defined within the context of Criterion C. Districts, however,can be con-

sideredfor eligibility under all the Criteria, individually or in any combination, as is appropriate. For this reason, the full discussion of districts is
contained in Part IV: How to Define

Categoriesof Historic Properties.
Throughout the bulletin, however,
districts are mentioned within the
context of a specific subject, such as
an individual Criterion.

Richland Plantation, East FelicianaParish,Louisiana. Propertiescan qualify under
CriterionC as examplesof high style architecture. Built in the 1830s, Richland is a

fine exampleof a Federalstyle residencewith a GreekRevival style portico. (Photoby
Dave Gleason).

UNDERSTANDING
CRITERION C:
DESIGN/
CONSTRUCTION
This criterion applies to properties
significant for their physical design or
construction, including such elements
as architecture, landscape architecture, engineering, and artwork. To be
eligible under Criterion C, a property
must meet at least one of the following
requirements:
• Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction.
• Represent the work of a master .
• Possess high artistic value.

• Represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction .
The first requirement, that properties "embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction," refers to the way in
which a property was conceived,
designed, or fabricated by a people or
culture in past periods of history.
"The work of a master" refers to the
technical or aesthetic achievements of
an architect or craftsman. "High
artistic values" concerns the expression of aesthetic ideals or preferences
and applies to aesthetic achievement.
Resources "that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction" are called "districts." In the
Criteria for Evaluation (as published
in the Codeof FederalRegulationsand
reprinted here in Part II), districts are

Grant Family House, Sacovicinity,
York County, Maine. Properties
possessinghigh artistic value meet
CriterionC through the expressionof
aestheticidealsor preferences. The Grant
Family House, a modest Federalstyle
residence,is significant for its remarkably
well-preservedstenciled wall decorative
treatment in the entry hall and parlor.
Painted by an unknown artist ca. 1825,
this is a fine example of 19th century New
England regionalartistic expression.
(Photoby Kirk F. Mohney).
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EXAMPLES OF PROPERTIES
ASSOCIATED WITH DESIGN/
CONSTRUCTION

Propertiesassociatedwith design and
construction:
• A house or commercialbuilding representing a significant style of architecture.
• A designed park or garden associated
with a particular landscapedesign
philosophy.
• A 111ovie
theater embodying high artistic value in its decorativefeatures.
• A bridge or dam representing technologicaladvances.

APPLYING
CRITERION C:
DESIGN/
CONSTRUCTION
DISTINCTIVE
CHARACTERISTICS OF
TYPE, PERIOD, AND
METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION
This is the portion of Criterion C
under which most properties are
eligible, for it encompasses all architectural styles and construction
practices. To be eligible under this
portion of the Criterion, a property
must clearly illustrate, through
"distinctive characteristics," the
following:
• The pattern of features common
to a particular class of resources,
• The individuality or variation of
features that occurs within the
class,
• The evolution of that class, or
• The transition between classes of
resources.

Distinctive Characteristics: "Distinctive characteristics" are the physical features or traits that commonly
recur in individual types, periods, or
methods of construction. To be
eligible, a property must clearly
contain enough of those characteristics
to be considered a true representative
of a particular type, period, or method
of construction.
Characteristics can be expressed in
terms such as form, proportion, structure, plan, style, or materials. They
can be general, referring to ideas of
design and construction such as basic
plan or form, or they can be specific,
referring to precise ways of combining
particular kinds of materials.
Eligible
• A building eligible under the
theme of Gothic Revival architecture must have the distinctive characteristics that make
up the vertical and picturesque
qualities of the style, such as
pointed gables, steep roof
pitch, board and batten siding,
and ornamental bargeboard
and veranda trim.
• A late Mississippian village
that illustrates the important
concepts in prehistoric
community design and planning will qualify.
• A designed historic landscape
will qualify if it reflects a historic trend or school of theory
and practice, such as the City
Beautiful Movement, evidencingdistinguished design, layout, and the work of skilled
era ftsmanshi p.

Not Eligible
• A commercial building with
some Art Deco detailing is not
eligible under Criterion C if the
detailing was added merely as
an afterthought, rather than
fully integrated with overall
lines and massing typical of the
Art Deco style or the transition
between that and another style.
• A designed landscape that has
had major changes to its historic design, vegetation, original boundary, topography/
grading, architectural features,
and circulation system will not
qualify.
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Type, Period, and Method of
Construction: "Type, period, or
method of construction" refers to the
way certain properties are related to
one another by cultural tradition or
function, by dates of construction or
style, or by choice or availability of
materials and technology.
A structure is eligible as a specimen of its type or period of construction if it is an important example
(within its context) of building
practices of a particular time in
history. For properties that represent
the variation, evolution, or transition
of construction types, it must be
demonstrated that the variation, etc.,
was an important phase of the architectural development of the area or
community in that it had an impact as
evidenced by later buildings. A
property is not eligible, however,
simply because it has been identified
as the only such property ever fabricated; it must be demonstrated to be
significant as well.
Eligible
• A building that has some characteristics of the Romanesque
Revival style and some characteristics of the Commercial
style can qualify if it illustrates
the transition of architectural
design and the transition itself
is considered an important architectural development.
• A Hopewellian mound, if it is
an important example of
mound building construction
techniques, would qualify as a
method or type of construction.
• A building which illustrates
the early or the developing
technology of particular
structural systems, such as
skeletal steel framing, is eligible as an example of a
particular method of construction.

HISTORIC ADAPTATION OF
THE ORIGINAL PROPERTY
A property can be significant not
only for the way it was originally
constructed or crafted, but also for the
way it was adapted at a later period,
or for the way it illustrates changing
tastes, attitudes, and uses over a
period of time.
A district is eligible under this
guideline if it illustrates the evolution
of historic character of a place over a
particular span of time.
Eligible
• A Native American irrigation
system modified for use by
Europeans could be eligible if
it illustrates the technology of
either or both periods of construction.
Swan Falls Dam and Power Plant, Murphy vicinity, Ada County, Idaho.
Significant works of engineering can qualify under Criterion C. Built between 19001907 the Swan Falls Dam and Power Plant across the Snake River is one of the early
hydroelectric plants in the State of Idaho. (Photo by H.L. Hough).

• An early 19th century farmhouse modified in the 1880s
with Queen Anne style ornamentation could be significant
for the modification itself, if it
represented a local variation
or significant trend in building
construction or remodelling,
was the work of a local master
(see Works of a Master on page
20), or reflected the tastes of an
important person associated
with the property at the time·
of its alteration.
• A district encompassing the
commercial development of a
town between 1820 and 1910,
characterized by buildings of
various styles and eras, can be
eligible.

Looney House, Asheville vicinity, St. Clair County, Alabama. Examples of
vernacular styles of architecture can qualify under Criterion C. Built ca. 1818, the
Looney House is significant as possibly the State's oldest extant two-story dogtrot type
of dwelling. The defining open center passage of the dogtrot was a regional building
response to the southern climate. (Photo by Carolyn Scott).
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WORKS OF A MASTER
A master is a figure of generally
recognized greatness in a field, a
known craftsman of consummate
skill, or an anonymous craftsman
whose work is distinguishable from
others by its characteristic style and
quality. The property must express a
particular phase in the development
of the master's career, an aspect of his
or her work, or a particular idea or
theme in his or her craft.
A property is not eligible as the
work of a master, however, simply
because it was designed by a prominent architect. For example, not every
building designed by Fran~ Lloy?
Wright is eligible under ~his portion
of Criterion C, although 1t might meet
other portions of the Criterion, for
instance as a representative of the
Prairie style.
The work of an unidentified
craftsman is eligible if it rises above
the level of workmanship of the other
properties encompassed by the
historic context.

PROPERTIES POSSESSING
HIGH ARTISTIC VALUES
High artistic values may be expressed in many ways, inch~ding .
areas as diverse as community design
or planning, engineering, and sculpture. A property is eligible for its
high artistic values if it so fully
articulates a particular concept of
design that it expresses an aesthetic
ideal. A property is not eligible,
however, if it does not express
aesthetic ideals or design concepts
more fully than other properties of its
type.

Eligible
• A sculpture in a town square
that epitomizes the design
principles of the Art Deco style
is eligible.
• A building that is a classic expression of the design theories
of the Craftsman Style, such as
carefully detailed handwork,
is eligible.
• A landscaped park that synthesizes early 20th century
principles of landscape architecture and expresses an aesthetic ideal of environment can
be eligible.
• Properties that are important_
representatives of the aesthetic
values of a cultural group,
such as petroglyphs and
ground drawings by Native
Americans, are eligible.

Not Eligible
• A sculpture in a town square
that is a typical example of
sculpture design during its period would not qualify for
high artistic value, although_ it
might be eligible if it were significant for other reasons.
• A building that is a modest example (within its historic context) of the Craftsman Style of
architecture, or a landscaped
park that is characteristic of
turn of the century landscape
design would not qualify for
high artistic value.
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A Significant and Distinguishable
Entity Whose Components May Lack
Individual Distinction. This portion
of Criterion C refers to districts. For
detailed information on districts, refer
to Part IV of this bulletin.

CRITERION D: INFORMATION
POTENTIAL
Properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information
portant in prehistory or history.

UNDERSTANDING
CRITERION D:
INFORMATION
POTENTIAL
Certain important research questions about human history can only be
answered by the actual physical
material of cultural resources. Criterion D encompasses the properties
that have the potential to answer, in
whole or in part, those types of
research questions. The most common type of property nominated
under this Criterion is the archeological si le (or a district comprised of
archeological sites). Buildings,
objects, and structures (or districts
comprised of these property types),
however, can also be eligible for their
information potential.
Criterion D has two requirements,
which must both be met for a property
to qualify:
• The property must have, or have
had, information to contribute to
our understanding of human history or prehistory, and
• The information
ered important.

must be consid-

Under the first of these requirements, a property is eligible if it has
been used as a source of data and
contains more, as yet unretrieved
data. A property is also eligible if it
has not yet yielded information but,
through testing or research, is determined a likely source of data.
Under the second requirement, the
information must be carefully evaluated within an appropriate context to
determine its importance. Information is considered "important" when
it is shown to have a significant
bearing on a research design that
addresses such areas as: I) current

data gaps or alternative theories that
challenge existing ones or 2) priority
areas identified under a State or
Federal agency management plan.

APPLYING
CRITERION D:
INFORMATION
POTENTIAL

im-

BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES,
AND OBJECTS
While most often applied to
archeological districts and sites,
Criterion D can also apply to buildings, structures, and objects that
contain important information. In
order for these types of properties to
be eligible under Criterion D, they
themselves must be, or must have
been, the principal source of the
important information.

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES
Eligible
Criterion D most commonly
applies to properties that contain or
are likely to contain information
bearing on an important archeological
research question. The property must
have characteristics suggesting the
likelihood that it possesses configurations of artifacts, soil strata, structural
remains, or other natural or cultural
features that make it possible to do
the following:
• Test a hypothesis or hypotheses
about events, groups, or processes in the past that bear on important research questions in the
social or natural sciences or the
humanities; or
• Corroborate or amplify currently
available information suggesting
that a hypothesis is either true or
false; or
• Reconstruct the sequence of archeological cultures for the purpose of identifying and explaining continuities and discontinuities in the archeological record
for a particular area.

• A building exhibiting a local
variation on a standard design
or construction technique can
be eligible if study could yield
important information, such as
how local availability of materials or construction expertise
affected the evolution of local
building development.

Not Eligible
• The ruins of a hacienda once
contained murals that have
since been destroyed. Historical documentatio~, however,
indicates that the murals were
significant for their highly unusual design. The ruins can
not be eligible under Criterion
D for the importance of the destroyed murals if the information is contained only in the
documentation.
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property. Research questions can be
related to property-specific issues, to
broader questions about a large
geographic area, or to theoretical
issues independent of any particular
geographic location. These questions
may be derived from the academic
community or from preservation
programs at the local, regional, State,
or national level. Research questions
are usually developed as part of a
"research design," which specifies not
only the questions to be asked, but
also the types of data needed to
supply the answers, and often the
techniques needed to recover the data .

Criterion D - Champe-Fremont 1 Archeological Site, Omahavicinity, Douglas

Eligible

County, Nebraska. This archeological
site, datingfrom ca. 1100-1450A.D., consistsof
pit housesand storagepits whichhavethe potentialto yield importantinformation
concerningthe subsistencepatterns,religiousand mortuarypractices,and social
organizationof the prehistoricresidentsof easternNebraska. (NebraskaState
HistoricalSociety)

• When a site consisting of a village occupation with midden
deposits, hearths, ceramics,
and stratified evidence of several occupations is being
evaluated, three possible research topics could be: 1) the
question of whether the site
occupants were indigenous to
the area prior to the time of occupation or recent arrivals, 2)
the investigation of the settlement-subsistence pattern of
the occupants, 3) the question
of whether the region was a
center for the domestication of
plants . Specific questions
could include: A) Do the deposits show a sequential development or sudden introduction of Ceramic Type X?
B) Do the dates of the occupations fit our expectations based
on the current model for the
reoccupation behavior of
slash-and-burn agriculturalists? C) Can any genetic
changes in the food plant remains be detected?

ASSOCIATION WITH
HUMAN ACTIVITY
A property must be associated with

ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC
CONTEXT

The information that a property
yields, or will yield, must be evaluunderstanding a site's historic environ- ated within an appropriate historic
context. This will entail consulting
ment in order to be eligible under
the body of information already
Criterion D. A property can be linked
collected from similar properties or
to human activity through events,
processes, institutions, design, conother pertinent sources, including
struction, settlement, migration, ideals, modern and historic written records.
beliefs, lifeways, and other facets of the The researcher must be able to
anticipate if and how the potential
development or maintenance of
information will affect the definition
cultural systems.
The natural environment associated
of the context . The information likely
to be obtained from a particular
with the properties was often very
property must confirm, refute, or
different from that of the present and
supplement in an important way
strongly influenced cultural development. Aspects of the environment that existing information.
are pertinent to human activities
A property is not eligible if it
should be considered when evaluating
cannot be related to a particular time
period or cultural group and, as a
properties under Criterion D.
Natural features and paleontological result, lacks any historic context
(floral and faunal) sites are not usually within which to evaluate the importance of the information to be gained.
eligible under Criterion D in and of
themselves. They can be eligible,
however, if they are either directly
DEVELOPING RESEARCH
related to human activity or critical to
understanding a site's historic environ- QUESTIONS
ment. In a few cases, a natural feature
Having established the importance
or site unmarked by cultural materials,
of the information that may be
that is primarily eligible under Criterecovered, it is necessary to be explicit
rion A, may also be eligible under
in demonstrating the connection
Criterion D, if study of the feature, or
between
the important information
its location, setting, etc. (usually in the
and a specific property. One apcontext of data gained from other
sources), will yield important informa- proach is to determine if specific
important research questions can be
tion about the event or period with
answered
by the data contained in the
which it is associated.

human activity and be critical for
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Not Eligible
• A property is not eligible if so
little can be understood about
it that it is not possible to determine if specific important
research questions can be answered by data contained in
the property.

ESTABLISHING THE
PRESENCE OF ADEQUATE
DATA
To support the assertion that a
property has the data 1:ecessary_ to
provide the important 1~form~hon,
the property should be mveshgate~
with techniques sufficient to estabhsh
the presence of relevant data c~tegories. What constitutes appropriate
investigation techniques would
depend upon specific circumstances
including the property's location,
condition, and the research questions
being addressed, and could range
from surface survey (or photographic
survey for buildings), to the application of remote sensing techniques or
intensive subsurface testing. Justification of the research potential of a
property may be based on anal~gy to
another better known property 1f
sufficient similarities exist to establish
the appropriateness of the analogy.

Eligible
• Data requirements depend on
the specific research topics and
questions to be addressed. To
continue the example in "Developing Research Questions"
above, we might want to ascertain the following with reference to questions A, B, and C:
A) The site contains Ceramic
Type X in one or more occupation levels and we expect to be
able to document the local
evaluation of the type or its intrusive nature. B) The hearths
contain datable carbon deposits
and are associated with more
than one occupation. C) The
midden deposits show good
floral/ fauna! preservation, and
we know enough about the
physical evolution of food
plants to interpret signs that
suggest domestication.

INTEGRITY
The assessment of integrity for
properties considered for informati_on
potential depends on the data reqmrements of the applicable research
design. A property possessing
information potential does not need to
recall visually an event, person,
process, or constructi~n t~~hnique. It
is important that the s1gmficant_ data
contained in the property remam
sufficiently intact to yield the expected important inforf1:ation, if the
appropriate study techmques are
employed.

PARTLY EXCAVATED OR
DISTURBED PROPERTIES
The current existence of appropriate physical remains must be ascertained in considering a property's
ability to yield important information.
Properties that have been partly
excavated or otherwise disturbed and
that are being considered for their
potential to yield additional important information must be shown to
retain that potential in their remaining
portions.

Eligible
Eligible
• An irrigation system significant for the information it will
yield on early engineering
practices can still be eligible
even though it is now filled in
and no longer retains the appearance of an open canal.

Not Eligible
• A plowed archeological site
contains several superimposed
components that have been
mixed to the extent that artifact assemblages cannot be reconstructed. The site cannot
be eligible if the data requirements of the research design
call for the study of artifacts
specific to one component.

• A site that has been partially
excavated but still retains substantial intact deposits (or a
site in which the remaining deposits are small but contain
critical information on a topic
that is not well known) is eligible.

Not Eligible
• A totally collected surface site
or a completely excavated buried site is not eligible since the
physical remains capable of
yielding important information no longer exist at the site.
(See Completely Excavated Sites,
on page 24, for exception.)
Likewise, a site that has been
looted or otherwise disturbed
to the extent that the remaining cultural materials have lost
their important depositional
context (horizontal or vertical
location of deposits) is not eligible.
• A reconstructed mound or
other reconstructed site will
generally not be considered
eligible, because original cultural materials or context or
both have been lost.

Not Eligible
• Generally, if the applicable research design requires clearly
stratified deposits, then subsurface investigation techniques
must be applied. A site composed only of surface materials
can not be eligible for its potential to yield information that
could only be found in stratified deposits.

23

COMPLETELY EXCAVATED
SITES
Properties that have yielded
important information in the past and
that no longer retain additional
research potential (such as completely
excavated archeological sites) must be
assessed essentially as historic sites
under Criterion A. Such sites must be
significant for associative values
related to: 1) the importance of the
data gained or 2) the impact of the
property's role in the history of the
development of anthropology/
archeology or other relevant disciplines. Like other historic properties,
the site must retain the ability to
convey its association as the former
repository of important information,
the location of historic events, or the
representative of important trends.

Eligible
• A property that has been excavated is eligible if the data recovered was of such importance that it influenced the direction of research in the discipline, as in a site that clearly
established the antiquity of the
human occupation of the New
World. (See Criterion A in

Part VI: How to Identify the
Type of Significanceof a Property
and Criteria Consideration G
in Part VII: How to Apply the

Criteria Considerations.)
Not Eligible
• A totally excavated site that at
one time yielded important information but that no longer
can convey either its historic/
prehistoric utilization or significant modern investigation
is not eligible.
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