LOUISBURG CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING VIA ZOOM
MARCH 1, 2021
6:30 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Adopt Agenda
B. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting February 16, 2021
C. Approval of the Bills
4. RECOGNITION OF SCHEDULED VISITOR
A. Kiersten Allen - Louisburg Library (Designated Parking Spots on Broadway)
B. Louisburg PTO
C. Chad Rowe- Excise Tax
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS: Persons who wish to address the Mayor and City Council regarding

items not on the agenda may do so at this time. Speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes.
Any presentation is for informational purposes only.
6. DEPARTMENT REPORTS
7. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
8.

MAYOR’S REPORT

9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
A. Master Planning Review Continued
B. Wastewater Treatment Plant – Change Order
C. WWTP Communications Tower and System
D. Declaration of Financial Emergency
E. Excise Tax Consideration
F. The Porch Community Church Special Event Application
G. City of Louisburg Street Survey
H. 2021 Asphalt, Concrete Improvements and Crack Seal

10. COUNCIL/COMMISSION REPORTS
11. ADJOURNMENT

CITY OF LOUISBURG, KANSAS
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
February 16, 2021
The Council of the City of Louisburg, Kansas met at 6:30 p.m. in regular session in
the City Hall Council Chambers. Mayor Marty Southard presiding.
Councilmembers Steve Town, Kalee Smith, Donna Cook, Sandy Harris,
Kevin Vohs
City Administrator Nathan Law (via Zoom)
City Clerk
City Attorney Jared Anderson
Police Chief Tim Bauer
Fire Chief Gerald Rittinghouse
Public Works Supervisor Craig Hufferd
Communications Coordinator Jean Carder
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilmember Steve Town led the pledge of allegiance.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember Donna Cook had questions on the bills list. Administrator
Nathan Law answered the questions. Councilmember Sandy Harris moved,
seconded by Councilmember Kalee Smith and carried 5-0, to approve the consent
agenda to include adoption of the agenda and approval of the Feb. 1 regular
meeting minutes and bills list.
VISITORS
None

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Fire Department: Chief Rittinghouse said the fire department would be
conducting a mutual aid ice rescue exercise Saturday at Lewis-Young Park along
with Dolan West Dolan and Johnson County Fire District 2.
Public Works: Craig Hufferd reported Public Works is attempting to keep up
with the weather. Councilmember Harris asked about the aeration system at The
Lake. Hufferd said the cold weather has delayed any work on that.
Police Department: Chief Bauer reported a police cruiser and deer were involved
in an accident near Lewis-Young Park Saturday evening. The cruiser sustained
some damage, but the officer was unhurt.
Administrative: Mr. Law reported he has been sitting in on KMGA gas supply
meetings in respect to the recent sub-zero weather across the Midwest. KMGA is
working hard to make sure their customers have the gas they need. Some areas,
unlike Louisburg, will see reduced gas availability. There will be price increases.
The Kansas Corporation Commission and Federal agencies are working on the
situation that is affecting the entire Midwest. KMGA is also working on it.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
City Attorney Anderson said a subpoena had been received for a police records
request that was a follow-up to a previous request that included the redacted name
of a juvenile. The non-redacted information was supplied as requested, but Mr.
Anderson said a formal objection to providing the redacted information was also
filed.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Southard presented the slate of appointments for various commissions and
boards for 2021. Councilmembers had questions about their responsibilities. Mayor
Southard said a mayor pro tem needed to be elected. Councilmember Harris

nominated Councilmember Town. Councilmember Harris moved and
Councilmember Town seconded to accept the appointments. Motion passed 5-0.
Councilmember Harris moved and Councilmember Kevin Vohs seconded to name
Councilmember Town as mayor pro tem. Motion passed 4-0-1 and Councilmember
Town abstained.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Master Planning Review Continued – Administrator Law reviewed the next set
of master planning goals. Councilmember Smith asked where sidewalks fit in into
the planning goals and then said it looks like sidewalks fall into No. 6 - revise
policies and aims of the sidewalk improvement program. Mr. Law said there isn’t
an official list of sidewalks but they are mentioned in the Master Trails Plan. He
said if Council would like to add sidewalks to priority planning those can be
worked into the annual street budget. Councilmember Smith said she would like to
see sidewalks in the older part of town be fixed and doesn’t think smaller cracks in
new subdivisions should be repaired. Councilmember Cook asked if money from
the Amity Trail could be reallocated. Administrator Law said no as that money is
from a federal grant and those dollars cannot be moved to another project.
Aquatic Center Management Bids – Mr. Law said the Louisburg Recreation
Commission provided additional information since the last meeting.
Councilmember Vohs would like to keep the management local and thinks LRC
could manage it. Councilmember Smith has concerns about the cost and wonders if
the City should just keep the management in-house and save that money that would
otherwise go to a management firm. Mr. Law said the aquatic center funding is a
dedicated sales tax. Councilmember Smith asked Mr. Law if it had been going well
enough to keep the pool operations under city control. Mr. Law said when you
look at the options Council needs to determine the best bang for the buck. He said
a contract can be written so the City isn’t tied into a multi-year contract.
Councilmember Town said this might be a good time to try a management
company. Mr. Law said there isn’t a financial impact to try an outside firm because
of the dedicated sales tax. Council had discussion. Councilmember Harris asked if
there is time to delay a decision. Mr. Law said not really as we are a bit behind in
the hiring process. Councilmember Vohs moved, and Councilmember Cook
seconded, to keep the pool under City control. Motion passed 5-0.

Councilmember Smith would like to have one point of contact for pool staff
with a second person if the main person is out of the office. Council had
discussion. Councilmember Smith moved, and Councilmember Vohs seconded, to
name Rusty Whitham as the main point of contact for the pool. Councilmember
Harris asked isn’t the summer one of the busiest seasons for Whitham in his
regular role. Administrator Law noted Staff can address any pool concerns without
significantly detracting from other duties. Motion passed 5-0.
2021 Asphalt, Concrete Improvements – Councilmember Harris said he
examined the list of streets and thinks there are many that don’t need any work and
asked if perhaps the streets are on a maintenance schedule. Public Works
Supervisor Hufferd said all roads on the list have issues and replacing an entire
section is better than repairing small sections. Council had discussion. Hufferd said
that bids will need to be let soon as ideally you want to get a street project on a
contractor’s calendar and get pricing locked in so if oil prices spike in the summer
the project’s costs are locked in. Mr. Law said per Council directive earlier in the
year there will be a public bid opening on this project. Councilmember Harris
asked if the yellow lines on the map are precise. Hufferd said as close as he could
get them. Councilmember Harris said the back part of Shoreline Drive is not in
good shape and should be considered. Hufferd said city street work is required to
be completed by July 31. Councilmember Cook would like to table this to next
meeting to have more time to review the street list. Hufferd said if there are other
streets that Council wants added to the list to provide those to Mr. Law before the
next meeting.
Public Works Trucks – Councilmember Cook asked if snow removal bids are
available yet. M. Law said he has not had time to pursue those bids yet.
Councilmember Smith asked if mileage logs are kept on the vehicles. Mr. Law said
not daily or monthly but there is an annual update that tracks mileage and other
maintenance items. Council had discussion. Councilmember Vohs asked what will
vehicle needs be for next year. Mr. Law said that is presented at the budget
workshop each spring of which Councilmember Vohs has not yet participated.
Councilmember Smith said just because something is budgeted doesn’t mean it
should necessarily be purchased. Councilmember Harris moved to accept the
City’s recommendation for truck purchases of one 2021 F150 Regular Cab truck
from Louisburg Ford for $30,184 and one 2021 F150 Crew Cab from Shawnee
Mission Ford for $35,753. Councilmember Vohs asked if purchasing from
Shawnee Mission Ford affects taxes. Mr. Law said it does not but Louisburg Ford

would have the option to refuse to do any potential warranty work on that truck.
Councilmember Town seconded the motion. Councilmember Cook asked which
truck the Public Works Supervisor would drive, which is driven home each night.
Hufferd said the Crew Cab truck. Both trucks will be driven daily, he said.
Councilmember Cook said the Regular Cab truck will remain at the Public Works
building overnight. Hufferd confirmed that. Motion passed 5-0.
Lewis-Young Field Fees – Mr. Law said the Park & Tree Board had been
discussing changing the field use fees at LYP to stay competitive with area fields
and also cover City costs. At the last Parks meeting the LRC asked if the Board
would be willing to keep the current fees for LRC events. Park & Tree Board is
proposing the following fee schedule:
Category A – Currently the hourly rate for fields are as follows and would remain
for Louisburg Recreation Commission and USD 416.
•
•
•
•

Baseball/softball fields (rate applies if used for football) - $30/hour
Soccer fields - $20/hour
Football fields - $20/hour
Light Fee (any field) - $15/hour

Category B – Local residents living with USD 416. Teams must consist of at least
50 percent of the team residing in USD 416. Fees including lighting system usage.
• Baseball/softball fields – practice & games $35/hour (rate applies if using
for football)
• Soccer fields - $30/hour
• Football fields - $30/hour
Category C – Individuals living outside USD 416. Teams consist of less than 50
percent of team living within USD 416. Fees include lighting system usage:
• Baseball/softball fields
o practices & games $45/hour (rate applies if used for football)
o Tournaments - $50/hour
• Soccer fields - $30/hour
• Football fields - $30/hour
Councilmember Smith moved, and Councilmember Vohs seconded, to
approve the recommendations. Motion passed 5-0.

Street Survey – Mr. Law outlined the abilities of the types of surveys proposed by
the three companies who bid the project. Hufferd told the council there are 30
miles of city-maintained streets. Councilmember Vohs asked if this is a
recommendation for a professional firm that has experience in this type of survey.
Hufferd said yes and ideally a survey is completed annually and that information is
used to create the street work for the following year. Council had discussion.
Councilmember Town asked if this could be tabled to next meeting. Hufferd said
yes. Item was tabled to next meeting.
Salary survey – Mr. Law provided information and options on a salary survey as
requested by Council at a prior meeting. Councilmember Cook said she doesn’t
think we need a survey. She said based on fringe and pay scale she thinks we are in
the norm. Councilmember Vohs said he doesn’t think it is worth it.
Councilmember Smith said she doesn’t think a survey is worth the money.
Councilmember Town suggested the base survey offered by Mid-America
Regional Council might be a good option. Councilmember Cook wants specifics
on what employees get for things like a clothing allowance. Councilmember Harris
said clothing is not a fringe benefit and are materials needed to do the job.
Councilmember Smith thinks there should either be a limit by number or dollar
amount for items like clothing. Councilmember Cook said she wants
accountability. Councilmember Harris asked about what. Councilmember Cook
said she hears scuttlebutt when people buy things. She said she would like a
document that lists how much is allowed for items like clothing. Administrator
Law said without question there is accountability through reviewing expenditures
and the audit. He said he hopes that it is departmental level written policy that is
being asked about and can easily put together. He said historically this has been
handled at the department level and not needed to be put in writing but if Council
wants it as department policy it can be put in writing. Mayor Southard said this can
be discussed later but we need to move back to Item G. Councilmember Town
asked Mr. Law if there is a timing issue on the salary survey. Mr. Law said no but
there are employees that are at the top of their pay scale grade and those employees
won’t be eligible for a pay-for-performance increase next year under the current
salary step. Council took no action on this item.
Council reports:
Councilmember Vohs – no report
Councilmember Harris – no report

Councilmember Town – no report
Councilmember Smith – She said she would like to see a policy developed for
spending. She also said she would like to look into using a different evaluation
form with measurable goals and if those goals are reached then pay raises are
based on reaching those goals.
Councilmember Cook – She asked where we are at on gravel drives on 5 acre
lots. Mr. Law said the Planning Commission is waiting on recommendations from
Council on gravel drives in general not on 5 acre lots as that was already nullified
by Council action. Councilmember Smith said the Council had wanted to repeal
that ordinance. Mr. Law said the Planning Commission was looking to guidance as
far as potential exceptions rather than eliminate the ordinance entirely because
repealing the ordinance might cause other issues. Councilmember Cook asked if
there is a timeframe. Mr. Law said no but a workshop might be a good possibility
between Council and Planning Commission.
Councilmember Cook asked how applications are going for the Finance
Director position. Mr. Law said it has been posted with various professional
organizations. Mr. Law said ideally a new Finance Director would be in place in
early May.
ADJOURNMENT
At 8:13 p.m. Councilmember Smith moved, seconded by Councilmember Harris and
carried 5-0, to adjourn the meeting.
Approved:
______________________________
Marty Southard, Mayor

Attest:
______________________________
Jean Carder, acting recording secretary

LOUISBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT
209 S. Metcalf
Louisburg, Kansas 66053
Administrative: (913) 837-3191
Fax: (913) 837-4340
Chief of Police, Timothy J. Bauer

To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Chief Tim Bauer

Date:

February 25, 2021

Re:

Replacement of Police Department’s Patrol Vehicle #5

Background: The Police Department maintains a small inventory of police
vehicles to accomplish its mission of public safety and community quality of life.
Police vehicles are operated in varying conditions, rigorous situations and
extreme environments, all of which impacts the serviceable life of the vehicles.
The Police Department maintains and inspects its inventory of vehicles routinely,
which allows the department to identify vehicles needing to be replaced in a
timely manner and develop a replacement process and schedule for the
department’s vehicles.
The Police Department would like to purchase a new 2021 Ford Police
Interceptor SUV to replace Patrol Vehicle #5, a 2015 Ford Police Interceptor
SUV, which has 95,250 miles on it and should be replaced.
As of 2-24-2021, the department has located a 2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUV
appropriately equipped, in stock at Shawnee Mission Ford, and if still available
on 3-2-2021, could be purchased through Louisburg Ford for $34,067.00 and
delivered immediately. The second option is; the department has obtained
pricing from three vehicle dealers in regards to ordering a new 2021 Ford Police
Interceptor SUV to specifications. Those dealers and prices are as follows:
Louisburg Ford
$35,651

Shawnee Mission Ford
$35,497

Olathe Ford
$36,755

The Louisburg Police Department is requesting authorization to purchase a new
2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUV to replace Police Department Vehicle #5.
Recommendation: Staff recommends authorizing the Police Department to
purchase a new 2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUV (located at Shawnee Mission
Ford) through Louisburg Ford for the amount of $34,067.00. If the vehicle is no
longer available, Staff recommends authorizing the Police Department to order
and purchase a new 2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUV from Louisburg Ford for
$35,651.00.

City of Louisburg

Memo
To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From:

Nathan Law

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

Master Planning Review Continued

Background: Included as part of the administrative goals list is a regular review of master planning
projects, goals and objectives. This is the eighth section of the City Strategic Plan, as found within the
Bright Future Comprehensive Plan.
Maintain up-to-date infrastructure systems:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Update water system plan
Conduct a comprehensive plan water drainage study
Prepare a utility master plan
Map all floodplain areas

Staff has put effort into a water system plan update, with some sections of water system identified for
potential replacement in the short-term. A formal update of the water system plan, much like other
planning, may need to be accommodated by an outside firm. A city-wide stormwater study has been
conducted and recommended areas of focus are being engineered for future improvements. A utility
master plan is another process that would need accommodated by an outside firm. Utility maps have all
been updated within the last five years, and selective maintenance and replacement projects have been
initiated and completed in the same time. There exists through FEMA flood maps for Louisburg, copies of
which may be accessed through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security at any time. The latest
version of those maps is also located electronically in City Hall.
Financial Consideration: None.
Legal Consideration: None.
Recommendation: Discuss as desired and direct accordingly.

City of Louisburg

Memo
To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From:

Nathan Law

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

Wastewater Treatment Plant – Change Order

Background: Staff has noted that there would be another change order for the wastewater treatment
plant due to the north access road asphalt. There have also been additional weather delays realized
since the last change order presented to Council. Attached is Change Order No. 3, as compiled by Lamp
Rynearson, that includes the north asphalt access at the WWTP and the additional weather days up to
current. This extends the substantial completion date to April 7, 2021. The WWTP will be on-line the week
of March 1, 2021 with only the final completion items to wrap up. This change order does not address the
continued delay in getting the north pump station constructed, which will likely lead to a separate change
order consideration for extending substantial and final completion dates.
Financial: None.
Legal: None.
Recommendation: Approve Change Order No. 3.

City of Louisburg

Memo
To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From:

Nathan Law

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

WWTP Communications Tower and System

Background: Staff was directed in November last year to seek out a second opinion for the
communications system utilizing a third tower to relay the communications system signal, which would
meet zoning regulations on height of towers, without additional consideration by Council. Staff has
worked with R.E. Pedrotti for this purpose since November 9th. After several delays, staff received a final
report from that company on February 11th. That report stated low radio test numbers compared to the
design provided by Micro-Comm, the company contracted for the WWTP project. Staff forwarded copies
of the report to Micro-Comm and Lamp Rynearson for additional review and comment. The return
comments from Micro-Comm included that study was not conducted with proper type of radio and that the
results of the test should be considered inconclusive and not valid. Had Micro-Comm been coordinated
with on the physical path study as requested, they could have advised on path study parameters.
In the interest of facilitating a resolution to the tower concern and to move ahead with a system that will
undoubtedly serve the WWTP and north pump station, but also allow for a separate SCADA system that
will incorporate all future lift station SCADA systems, Micro-Comm is proposing to, at no cost, change the
contract to reflect design of a VHF radio model. That model would be Ethernet based, would be direct
communication with the WWTP and north pump station, without involving the water distribution system
communications, and would accommodate future additional sewer lift station SCADA.
Some aspect of this consideration should include the continued delays of this project and that the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment has issued a requirement to provide monthly construction
progress reports as a result of continued non-compliance with wastewater permit limits of the existing
lagoon structures.
Financial: None.
Legal: None.

Recommendation: Staff recommends Council approve/direct Micro-Comm to pursue a no cost change
order to establish a VHF radio model and system to complete the communications work for the
wastewater treatment plant and north pump station project.
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City of Louisburg

Memo
To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From:

Nathan Law

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

Declaration of Financial Emergency

Background: The weather event recently has resulted in assumed financial burden against the City of
Louisburg and natural gas customers therein. The current estimate for February expenses, including the
weather event, is $3.8 million with the potential for another $1-$1.5 million in penalty fees through the
gate contract with Panhandle Eastern Pipe Line Co. These prices reflect increased cost of natural gas
supply beyond the contractual quantities purchased on behalf of the City by Kansas Municipal Gas
Agency (KMGA). The contractual daily quantities through KMGA are 2,600 MMBtu, with any additional
natural gas anticipated based on a day-ahead purchase through the daily index pricing. During the
weather event the day-ahead index pricing is what increased significantly as all customers were seeking
to meet increased needs to keep businesses and residences at a reasonable temperature to keep water
pipes from bursting and to avoid other building or life safety concerns.
There are efforts at the State and Federal level to investigate the reasons behind the severe price
fluctuation leading up to, specifically during and even following the severe weather, but those efforts will
take time. It is currently unknown if a Federal emergency will be declared to encompass Kansas, but a
statewide emergency was issued as of February 14, 2021.
Attached with this memorandum is a draft resolution declaring a financial emergency for the City of
Louisburg. This resolution form was provided by the League of Kansas Municipalities as many cities
within Kansas are experiencing some form of impact from this weather event. This is the same draft form
utilized by Miami County in issuing a similar declaration on February 24, 2021. While a local emergency
declaration does not guarantee Federal assistance, if such is provided, it may help expedite the process
to access those funds.
Financial: With the estimated financial impact of $3.8-$5.3 million, the City must declare a state of
financial emergency to reflect the limitations of local budget reserves to accommodate the penalty pricing.

Staff is working on financial options depending upon the outcome of KMGA review of pricing and ability or
inability to carry any level of the natural gas pricing. If KMGA is unable to accommodate, the options
being reviewed are no fund warrants, temporary notes, revenue bonds, combination of natural gas
reserves and previous options, borrowing reserves from other City utilities and combining with natural gas
reserves and reimburse those over time. The option to utilize other utility funding may not be allowable
without a charter ordinance; staff will investigate further. The reality of any of those options is increasing
revenue to pay for debt or repay borrowing. That revenue is derived from natural gas utility rates.
Temporary notes were last used in Louisburg to fund the gap between existing funds and the full cost of
constructing City Hall. Those notes were backed by the general obligation of the City with a term of three
years total for that issuance and was for a principal amount in aggregate of $900,000.
Legal: There are statutory requirements regarding no fund warrants. Any debt issued under a revenue
bond will not apply to the statutory debt limit of the City, utility debt is not included toward that
consideration.
Staff has received an information request from the Kansas Attorney General’s Office as part of an open
investigation into profiteering from disaster.
The resolution must be published at least once.
Recommendation: Adopt the resolution declaring a local financial emergency for the City of Louisburg.
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Resolution No. 03-01-2021
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LOUISBURG, KANSAS DECLARING A LOCAL STATE
OF FINANCIAL EMERGENCY;
WHEREAS, over a two-week period in February, low temperatures with sub-zero wind chills
over several days accompanied by snow, sleet, and freezing rain across the state have caused stress to the
energy infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, communities across the state including the City of Louisburg saw an increase in the
demand for natural gas and electricity; and
WHEREAS, the cost to purchase natural gas exceeded 2 – 88 times the normal prices and is
currently estimated to include a single month total of $3,800,000 – $5,300,000; and
WHEREAS, without emergency action, the increased prices required to purchase natural gas
and/or electricity will result in significantly higher than normal utility bills for the citizens of the City
threatening the financial health and the physical welfare of the City’s residents and businesses; and
WHEREAS, The Governor of the State of Kansas declared a State of Disaster Emergency
Proclamation within the state on February 14, 2021; and
WHEREAS, The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners of Miami, Kansas declared a
State of Local Disaster Emergency within the county on February 24, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Louisburg, Kansas in response to the situation
desires to place the public on notice that it is exploring every avenue of relief and is declaring an
extraordinary local state of financial emergency.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY
OF LOUISBURG:
As of March 1, 2021 the City of Louisburg is in an extraordinary financial emergency.
This resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its adoption and shall remain in effect
until future action is taken by the Governing Body.
This resolution shall be published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City.
ADOPTED this 1st day of March 2021 and SIGNED by the Mayor.
_____________________________
Mayor
Attested:
______________________________
City Clerk

City of Louisburg

Memo
To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From:

Nathan Law

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

Excise Tax Consideration

Background: Discussed briefly at the initial housing incentives workshop was the current excise tax
issued upon the final platting of property in Louisburg. This tax was incorporated by Charter Ordinance
No. 13 in 2003, exempting the City at that time from K.S.A. 12-194, a prohibition of collecting certain
excise taxes, and providing a substitute and additional provision allowing the City thereafter to levy an
excise tax on the platting of real property for contributions previously made for certain street
improvements, to grant exemptions, and to pledge the revenues therefrom for street improvements in the
City.
If Council would like to consider an adjustment to the existing excise tax, staff offers the following tax
considerations and sample property sizes.
Excise Tax / sf
$0.12 (current)
$0.08
$0.06
$0.05
$0.04
$0.03

5 ac (217,800 sf)
$26,136
$17,424
$13,068
$10,890
$8,712
$6,534

15 ac (653,400 sf)
$78,408
$52,272
$39,204
$32,670
$26,136
$19,602

30 ac (1,306,800 sf)
$156,816
$104,544
$78,408
$65,340
$52,272
$39,204

Financial: City of Louisburg currently assesses an excise tax of $0.12 per square foot of real property
during the final plat process. In reviewing other area cities, excise taxes per square foot are:
•
•
•
•
•

Osawatomie does not have one but plans to add one in the near future
Paola does not have one
Spring Hill
$0.158
Olathe
$0.215
Overland Park
$0.215

•
•

Lenexa
Shawnee

$0.215
$0.215

Legal: Eliminating the excise tax altogether may require passage of a charter ordinance and two
consecutive publications. Reducing the excise tax is possible by regular ordinance.
There are exclusions from the excise tax formula allowed for in Ordinance No. 871, the ordinance setting
the current excise tax rate. In reviewing the exemptions compared to the reasoning behind the existence
of the excise tax, staff believes the intent of the tax to account for the burden carried by the City and
taxpayers over time to accommodate street infrastructure, because undeveloped property taxes were
likely paid at a significantly lower rate for vacant, farm or otherwise underutilized property. That same
reasoning allows for the exemption of Homeowner’s Association owned and maintained property, to serve
as a neighborhood accessible park or other shared green space, or for the installation of streets to the
design requirements of the City of Louisburg. Those exemptions allow for the public use portions to be
excluded from calculation, as well as a formula for considering street costs toward payment of the excise
tax.
Recommendation: Discuss excise tax as desired and direct staff accordingly.

2

To:

Louisburg Governing Body

From: City Staff
Date: Feb. 26, 2021
Re:

The Porch Community Church Special Event Application

The Porch Community Church would like to conduct a helicopter egg drop at Wildcat Stadium as
part of its Easter service. Staff requested:
1. A completed Special Event Application – received.
2. Certificate of liability insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 - received
3. The Porch Community Church must provide a letter from Miami County Health Department
sanctioning the event and a COVID mitigation plan.
4. The Porch Community Church must provide a letter from USD416 sanctioning the event.
Staff indicated in communication with Pastor Curtis Riley a COVID mitigation plan and public safety
would be discussed during the approval process with City Council. City Public Safety Staff were
concerned with COVID mitigation and flying debris and prop wash.
Staff was copied on an email communication between Mr. Riley and the Miami County Health
Department. MICO Health representative said the County does not provide event approval and will
not require a mitigation plan and their expectation is everyone would be appropriately masked and
distanced and following other public health guidelines. They did indicate as long as everyone is
following these guidelines there would be no reason to issue a quarantine for any participants
unless said guidelines are not implemented or followed appropriately.
Per a USD 416 representative, the school will not give approve of this event without City approval.
Financial: None.
Legal: None.
Recommendation: Discuss and direct accordingly.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
215 S Broadway ● Louisburg, Kansas 66053
Phone (913) 837-5371 ● Fax (913) 837-5374

To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Craig Hufferd

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

City of Louisburg Street Survey

Background: After discussion at previous Council meetings, Staff has reached out to several
firms to conduct a survey of the approximate 30 miles of city streets. This evaluation will help
rate and prioritize future street improvements. Most of the roadways consist of Asphaltic
Concrete while a few consist of Portland Cement Concrete. Staff contacted five firms for cost
estimates and only three firms responded.
Description: This pavement condition survey, in association with acceptable pavement criteria,
will provide recommendations for the existing pavements. The chosen firm would also provide
a list from worst to best streets and help prepare an appropriate RPF for the work, which would
be updated annually based on city budget. These companies offer different ways to evaluate
the streets and consist of visual pavement evaluations, digital scanning of the streets if possible,
including typical pavement distress methods and locations, and general pavement conditions.
Recommendations will be given for repair of the roadways. If mill and overlay, full-depth repair
or any alterative repair methods are recommended, further testing, including conducting
pavement cores, may be required.

BIDS:
Olsson Engineering - $15,000 this includes visual inspection and possibly some coring.
Phelps Engineering - $100,000 this includes visual inspection and road scanning.
Pars Engineering - $100,000 this includes visual inspection and road scanning.

Financial: Varies depending on option Council desires.
Legal: None.
Recommendation: Discuss and direct staff accordingly.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
215 S Broadway ● Louisburg, Kansas 66053
Phone (913) 837-5371 ● Fax (913) 837-5374

To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Craig Hufferd

Date:

February 26, 2021

Re:

2021 Asphalt, Concrete Improvements, and crack seal

Continued item from previous meeting
2021 Streets: We will look at different options for these streets such as micro seal, 2” mill/overlay
or even full depth repair.
1. N Rockville Rd (1870’ x 34’)
2. N 1st St E (1170’ x 28’)
3. N 3rd St E (710’ x 28’)
4. N 4th St E (770’ x 28’)
5. Shoreline (1520’ x 25’)
6. S 16th St (400’ x 28’)
7. S 14th St (500’ x 25’)
8. Howard St (500’ x 25’)
9. Rogers Rd (1232’ x 20’)
10. S 1st St (825’ x 19’)
11. Harvest Rd (680’ x 25’)
12. S 16th Full Depth (300’ x 28’)
13. S 11th St Full Depth Patch ((20’ x 18’) x 6)
14. S Olive St Full Depth Patch ((20’ x 18’) x 6)
2021 Concrete:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1401 N 4th St E (8’ x 2’) curb
1105 N 4th St E (6’ x 2’) curb
1212 N 1st St E (10’ x 2’) curb
115 Shoreline Dr (8’ x 2’) curb
111 Shoreline Dr (12’ x 2’) curb
20875 N Rockville Rd (6’ x 2’) curb
Harvest Dr (East of water tower) (192’ x 5’) sidewalk
600 Broadmoor Cv (33’ x 5’) sidewalk

2021 Crack Seal:
Whole town

